“The AVAA Story”

As AVAA embarks on its 49th year, we are reminded of why we exist. Artists need a place
to gather, to talk about ideas, to create art, and to reach their audience. They need a group
that backs their efforts. And, they need a community to support them. We provide that

experience.

With two locations, 15 studio spaces, a gallery, an artist-co-op, and a large group
workspace, AVAA provides the most essential, affordable studios and work spaces
for Austin creatives. Our studios are continuously full with an ongoing waiting list. Our
classes are sought after and needed. Established space is essential for our growing
organization. The upcoming year marks another turning point for AVAA as we expand
our workspace, exhibit space and studios to meet the demands of the growing number of
artists seeking our services.

Since 1977, the Austin Visual Arts Association (AVAA) has significantly contributed to
the overall artistic vitality of Austin by providing essential |
opportunities to visual artists of all backgrounds, ages, |
styles and media. By facilitating professional development,
information resources, networking opportunities, 2
educational and community opportunities, outreach, and
public discussion, we equip artists with the skills, tools,

and connections they need in order to become working

professionals. And by accelerating the growth and

success of individual artists, we enrich the city’s entire A
visual arts community. We invest in the arts one artist at a time.

AVAA'’s Austin Art Space, is an artist studio co-op and commercial storefront gallery
in North Central Austin. Unlike traditional galleries, no commissions are taken, and
artists receive 100-percent of their sales. At Austin Art Space, we host juried exhibitions
each month that are open to the public and to tourists coming to Austin. Group exhibits
like the “The Austin Figurative Show” and the “Austin Studio Tour” reach a wide, public

audience on opening night receptions. Our call for entries process attracts artists from



across the country. We also provide gallery space, and
manage the studio/exhibit spaces of 10 resident artists. We
host 10-15 professionally curated exhibits per year.

per year, and welcomes thousands of patrons and
tourists through its doors each year. We attract artists and
artist groups from out of town who stay in Austin hotels
(Community Relationships). We reflect the diverse, ever-

changing, dynamic multi media arts scene in Austin TX .

With professional development and community outreach, AVAA helps artists and art
businesses build their artistic and entrepreneurial skills. In addition to exhibit
opportunities at Austin ArtSpace, we offer weekly life drawing classes 2-5 times per
week year-round at the AVAA building, located in central Austin. The 3-hour sessions
with a live model provide artists
the valuable opportunity to draw
from life. AVAA’s program is
open to the public for $10 per
session. It allows artists to hone
their drawing, painting, &
sculpture skills in an open studio

format almost any day of the year

without the obligation of signing &t : ,
up for a formal or expensive class. Our Life Drawing program reaches approximately
200 participating artists every week (2900 artists annually) at the AVAA Building.
Since the program’s inception in 1997, we’ve provided more than 7500 classes for local
artists to hone their skills. We consistently receive 5-star ratings from artist attendees
about the AVAA Life Drawing Program.

AVAA’s rich history spanning nearly 5 decades features some of the best known artists in
Austin, an executive director of 25+ years, a stable financial record, and a diverse board
of directors. Our artist audience is diverse ranging from all ages and backgrounds. Our
programs are professionally presented and accessible to artists and to the public.



We work in the community, for the community. We support local artists, art
businesses, and other community initiatives to support the City of Austin’s vision to
make Austin the most unique and livable creative city in the U.S.

AVAA seeks $75,000 through the Elevate grant to ignite its vibrant cultural art programs
—an essential investment in the heartbeat of our community. With these funds, we will
wogm=— empower thousands of talented artists and enrich the soul
: [ ’%\}; of Austin’s thriving arts scene. We will breathe life into
. the city’s cultural goals by fostering impactful programs
that champion local artistry, forge strong community
partnerships, fuel innovation, and inspire collaboration. At
our core, we are deeply committed to ensuring that our
leadership and programming reflect the diversity and
richness of Austin. With your support, we’ll create a more
vibrant, inclusive, and dynamic Austin where art
flourishes as a powerful force for connection, growth, and
hope.

With support from the Elevate program, it will help us maintain two facilities that
significantly support local artists in the community. We will continue toexpand our

current programs that serve thousands of 5 E &
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local artists each year. We will curate and ‘1’ .
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host 10+ innovative exhibits at Austin

ArtSpace, and we will welcome emerging
and established artists to our weekly
sessions of our Life Drawing Program.

With this support, we will successfully
meet the demands of the growing number of
working artists in our community who need
continued access to affordable workspace,
exhibit space and studio space in Austin.

Thank you for supporting AVAA and all of our local artists.



